
The Unknown Saviour
By Pas tor R. Norheim

he Name of Je sus is known around the world, the
best known of all names. And still only a small mi -
nor ity re ally know Him. A book was once writ ten
“The Man No body Knows.”  The title was too strong 

and the book was too weak! There are some peo ple who do
know Him, and they know Him far better than the au thor
por trayed, as merely a good man and a great teacher. To us
He is known as the Son of God, the Sav iour of the lost, the
Lamb of God, who shed His blood to atone for sin. But we
must add: He is not known, as such, by many.

When the Apos tle Paul preached at Antioch, shortly af -
ter his or di na tion and call as God’s mis sion ary, as re corded
in Acts 13, we find him mak ing this sig nif i cant state ment, in
verse 27: “For they that dwell in Je ru sa lem and their rul ers,
be cause they knew him not, nor yet the voices of the proph -
ets, which are read ev ery Sab bath day, they have ful filled
them in con demn ing him.”

Here Paul dares to say that they knew not the Lord Je -
sus, and that’s why they con demned Him. Had they known
Him, they would not have done so; they would have been
like the peo ple Je sus de scribed in John 10:27, “my sheep
hear my voice, and I know them, and they fol low me.” And
in verse 14, “I am the good shep herd, and know my sheep,
and am known of mine.”

The Dif fer ence

There was a vast dif fer ence be tween Christ’s dis ci ples
and the rul ers of Je ru sa lem: their dif fer ence in at ti tude is ex -
plained in only one way: they knew Him – the rul ers did n’t.
And when we say that the dis ci ples knew Him, we mean
more than a ca sual ac quain tance, such as hav ing heard Him

speak. They knew Him not only as a man, not merely a
“good man”, for He was more than that. Like Pe ter they
could say, “Thou art that Christ, the son of the liv ing God.”
They knew Him as their per sonal Sav iour, the Lamb of God,
the sin-bearer and bur den bearer, who had set them free.
John 8:36. The rul ers in Je ru sa lem did not know Him as
such, nor the dwell ers there. Had they known him so, they
would not have cru ci fied Him. Paul was n’t ex cus ing them:
for they could have known Him too, if they had not been so
un will ing to know their sins! But, be cause they re fused to
know their sins, they could not know the Sav iour. 

What Paul ex plains is the plain fact that had they known
Je sus, they would have been of a dif fer ent na ture: they
would have wor shipped Him, not cru ci fied Him. “IF ye
were Abra ham’s chil dren, ye would do the works of Abra -
ham. But now ye seek to kill me, a man that has told you the
truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abra ham.”

Here we have the key to some very per plex ing prob lems 
to day in so-called Chris ten dom. How can peo ple who call
them selves Chris tians drink, dance, play cards, gam ble,
cheat, and in gen eral live and act very much like the world of 
Christ re ject ers? Why can they be church mem bers in good
stand ing, of good char ac ter, but still be en e mies of spir i tual
awak en ing, con ver sion of sin ners and Holy Spirit power?
Why should a dis ci ple of Christ never open his mouth in
pub lic to tell his fellowmen what Je sus has done for him?
The an swer is – they know Him not! For to know him is to
love Him and His peo ple, and to see sin ners brought to Him.
If you know Him you also know some thing about the ex pe -
ri ence Paul spoke of in Philippians 3, tell ing about the dif -
fer ence be tween be ing “re li gious” and “saved.” As a
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re li gious man, Paul ad mits that he
was proud of him self and of his re li -
gious abil ity; but now as a saved man
he has one pas sion: “That I may
know him and the power of his res ur -
rec tion and the fel low ship of his suf -
fer ings, be ing made con form able
unto his death.” Vs. 10. “If any man
be in Christ, he is a new crea ture; old
things have passed away, and be -
hold, all things have be come new.”
(2 Cor. 5:17)

See It?

You see – to know Him – does n’t
merely put a nice coat on a dirty man. 
It is not a cloak for man’s mean ness
and shame. To know Christ is to let
Him in – into your heart, your
thought life, emo tions and will. It is
surely pos si ble for worldly peo ple to
copy the lives of saved peo ple; they
can quit ques tion able amuse ments,
swear ing and vul gar talk. They can
train them selves in reg u lar church at -
ten dance even keep awake if the ser -
mons are lengthy, and re mem ber
parts of the talks. Some can also con -
duct a form of fam ily wor ship, read -
ing daily por tions and a prayer. They
can be hon est in busi ness, good
neigh bors kind and thought ful of oth -
ers. They can be all this, and more,
and yet not know Je sus Christ! Yes,
peo ple can im i tate born-again Chris -
tians in so many ways that we’re not
at all sur prised to meet those who
have made de ci sions, “taken a stand
for Je sus”, that know him not!

Split ting Hairs? No!

Some may have been spir i tu ally
awak ened, but they went on their
ways with out ex pe ri enc ing re pen -
tance, sor row for sin and a new born
de sire to turn away from ev ery ap -
pear ance of evil. There was very lit tle 
dif fer ence be fore and af ter: in their
thought life and in their hearts. To
these He is still the Un known God!

And so we have a prob lem to day, 
harder to get at than any we’ve ever
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faced: Why are there so many re li gious peo ple who pro fess
to know God, who re ally have not been saved? Born again?
What can be done to awaken such peo ple to ac tu ally see
their lost con di tion? And how can they be brought to a real
sav ing ex pe ri ence of the grace of God?

I know only one an swer, and the key scrip ture is in Mat -
thew 1:21, “Thou shalt call his name JESUS, for he shall
save his peo ple from their sins.” Note two words: “save”
and “sin.” We must preach sin as sin be fore peo ple can be
saved from sin. The rea son so few are saved is be cause so
few have seen their sins! But once a sin ner sees that he is
lost, the Sav iour will not find it dif fi cult to save him.

But not even an Om nip o tent God can save a sin less
man! “They that be whole need not a phy si cian, but they that 
are sick. For I am not come to call the righ teous, but sin ners
to re pen tance.” (Mk. 2:17) 

Taken from “The Lamplighter,” April, 1978

Read the Word

“You shine as lights in the world, hold ing fast the
word of life” (Philippians 2:15, 16)

There are many hin drances to read ing the Word of God.
They may be lik ened to op po nents, and among them named
our slug gish na ture, the cap ti vat ing world, and the an gry
devil. These hin drances cause us to ne glect God’s Word, and 
be cause of this ne glect we have so much wretch ed ness that
we might not oth er wise have. It is be cause of this we have
weak nesses in the Church and in in di vid ual mem bers. The
dil i gent use of God’s Word is re ally the source of all spir i tual 
good in the world.

God gave us a rem edy from heaven, a holy Seed, his holy
Word which, planted in the heart of man, can be used to re -
store il lu mi na tion to man’s rea son and new spir i tual fac ul ties.
It is a holy means whereby spir i tual blind ness can be over -
come, faith nur tured, and blessed free dom in Christ re al ized.

If you do not have as much time as you need for the
Word of God you must ar range to take the needed time. A
while taken dur ing the day or night should be planned. Af ter
all, “one thing is need ful.” (Luke 10:42)

“Word of mercy giv ing suc cor to the liv ing;
Word of life sup ply ing com fort to the dy ing!
O that we dis cern ing its most holy learn ing,
Lord, may we love and fear thee; ev er more be near thee!
         (Henry Wil liams Baker, 1861)

PRAYER: Open my eyes, that I may be hold won drous
things out of your Word” (Psalm 119:18). Amen.

Taken from “Rosenius’ Daily Meditations”; 
by Carol O. Rosenius 

Lutheran Colportage Service, Inc. 

MOTHER’S HANDS
By Pas tor A. E. Windahl

A pi o neer mother’s hands would not have passed in -
spec tion in a col lege of beau ti cians. They were work-worn
hands, of ten cracked and rough from much scrub bing and
wash ing in strong lye wa ter.

But those hands were beau ti ful in spite of this—beau ti -
ful for their min is try of sac ri fi cial love. The fe ver ish brow of 
a child felt those hands, and the fe ver seemed to sub side.
The wounded pride of a re bel lious son felt the ten sion and
bit ter ness ease when those hands stroked his un ruly hair. A
lit tle girl’s bruised knees seemed to smart less un der the
min is try of those hands, and the tears dried quickly.

Her hands were not per mis sive. They could chas ten and
turn the will ful child back into the paths of obe di ence and re -
spect for au thor ity. Thank God, she had not read the cur rent
crop of books on child psy chol ogy, but she knew and lived
by the Good Book and sanc ti fied Chris tian prin ci ples. As a
re sult, the chil dren were se cure af ter be ing chas tened, and
their sleep was sweet.

A Chris tian mother’s hands lifted in prayer have stood
guard over fam ily and fire side, over church and na tion.
They are strong hands, for they touch the very throne of
God. They have turned to flight the ar mies of aliens. They
have de liv ered sons and daugh ters from the jaws of death
and from the poser of the De stroyer. They have gently
guided stray ing feet back to the nar row way—the way of
life, of peace, of righ teous ness and of honor.

Hannah prayed, and God gave her a son and Is rael the
great est judge in its his tory – Sam uel.

Elis a beth prayed, and John the Bap tist – the great est
born of women – called a re bel lious na tion back to God.

Susannah Wes ley prayed, and her sons were used by
God to save Eng land from bloody rev o lu tion and bring the
na tion back to God.

The cry ing need to day is for old-fash ioned moth ers who 
know how to pray — moth ers who have turned to God from
the van ity and waste of the self-life and from the fri vol ity of
the bridge club and the beer tav ern to be come in ter ces sor
with God. God bless you moth ers of Amer ica. As you go the
na tion will go. In mem ory, I kiss the hands of my mother and 
thank God for her min is try of love.

CHRISTMAS be gan in the heart 
of God. It is com plete only when 

it reaches the heart of man. 



The Spirit – A Guide To Christ
How ever, let us not for get that there is an other king dom

in the world, the king dom of Sa tan. This is also a spir i tual
king dom with great pow ers. It is not a king dom that is sat is -
fied merely by hold ing what it has. It has this in com mon
with the King dom of God, that it is a King dom of con quest.
It al ways aims to re con quer that which it has lost. With all
the hosts of evil Sa tan searches out ev ery Chris tian on earth,
and seeks to draw him into his own king dom again. God’s
Word ad mon ishes us there fore to be on the watch so that we
may not be come vic tims of Satan’s treachery.

We must not for get that Sa tan is not par tic u lar about the
means and meth ods that he uses when he wants to de ceive
God’s peo ple. If he can not gain his point by an out right
temp ta tion to sin, he will don the wings of an an gel and
show him self as though he were the Spirit of God and a ser -
vant of Christ.

The Word of God there fore ex horts us to try the spir its to 
see if they are of God. Why should the Bi ble re mind us of
this if Sa tan does not have the power to show him self as the
Spirit of God? The ma gi cians of Egypt could im i tate the
mir a cles of Mo ses by their secret arts.

Ac cord ing to the Word of God we are bound to be lieve
that not ev ery spirit that pur ports to be the Spirit of God ac -
tu ally is so. Many Chris tians do not seem to un der stand this,
and there fore they are drawn into by-paths. It has been a
mys tery to us how hon est and sin cere Chris tians could be
led astray by a spirit that is shown to be some thing else than
the Holy Spirit. The an swer un doubt edly is this:  That Sa tan
has be trayed them to think that he is the Spirit of God 

Many Chris tians do not dare to crit i cize any thing which
pur ports to be spir i tual and lays claim to be ing of God. Es pe -
cially is this so if this man i fes ta tion seems to be more than
or di narily spir i tual; Chris tians are afraid of quench ing the
Spirit, or at least wound ing Him, by any ad verse crit i cism.
But to try the spir its to see if they are of God is pre cisely
what the Word of God asks us to do. Those who then blindly
and un crit i cally open their arms and hearts for ev ery wind
and spirit that claims to be from God ex pose them selves to
the danger of being deceived.

Much could be gained for the King dom of God, and
much would be lost for the king dom of Sa tan, if Chris tian
peo ple would not for get this.

My pur pose with that which is writ ten here is to try to
dis cover some of the ways in which the Holy Spirit works in
bring ing a per son to Christ. I shall also try to point out how
He helps God’s chil dren through all the dan gers in this life
and brings them safely to their heav enly home. May the
Holy Sprit di rect my thoughts so that what is here writ ten
may be of help to many who strive to gain the im per ish able

crown…
It is sin which has made the sep a ra tion be tween God and 

us. It was sin that made Christ to be come the Lamb of God in 
or der to die for us sin ners. If we are to know our selves as we
re ally are, we must learn to know our sin; if we are to have
any par tic u lar use for Christ as our Sav ior, we must be in -
wardly con vinced that we need Him.

It is there fore the work of the Holy Spirit to con vict us of 
sin. 

The first ex pe ri ence of an un con verted per son with the
Holy Spirit is that of be ing dis turbed in his life apart from
God. In the heart of ev ery one who has been in structed in the 
Word of God the Spirit is at work; He is try ing to dis turb all
those who are sleep ing in sin. The Spirit is at work with men
while they are about their daily tasks; He calls upon them in
Church and in gos pel hall; He is ac tive at sea and on land; He 
pleads with men in sick-rooms, the aters and dance halls. Ev -
ery once in a while mans mind and con science is brought
face to face with God, the day of reck on ing is brought into
view, and the heart feels it self con demned, tired and sore.

Thus the Spirit of God seeks to con vict man of sin.
A per son is not per mit ted to walk in his sin as peace fully

as it some times ap pears to us that he does. Un der the hard est
coun te nance and coars est blas phemy may be found a soul
that is cry ing and long ing for peace. That peo ple some times
throw them selves into sin and shame ful vices is not al ways
caused by a de sire to de stroy them selves; they are just try ing 
to sti fle the cry that the Holy Sprit has called forth in their
hearts. We can therefore of ten see that those whom we
thought to be far thest away from God are the first ones to be -
come Chris tians. Where the day has been given to mer ri -
ment, laugh ter and jest ing, night may of fer no sleep; in its
stead bit ter tears are wrung from a head that is sore and a
soul that is longing for God.

This is the work of the Holy Spirit in the heart of an un -
con verted per son. 

Who can num ber the times that the Spirit of God has
been knock ing at the door of our hearts?

For all who have been called and drawn to God, but who 
have re sisted the Holy Spirit, it will be ter ri ble to be a hu man 
be ing in the day of judg ment. …

But how can you be saved? That is the great ques tion
which the Holy Spirit is try ing to an swer; un less this ques -
tion is solved by the Holy Spirit, it will never be solved.
While you are oc cu pied with your self, how you are and how
you ought to be, and while you are pray ing boot lessly for a
new life and an other mind, the Holy spirit is seek ing to show 
you in the Word that it is such peo ple Je sus wants to save. 

You do not re al ize that you can never be come rightly
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pre pared – you who are dead in tres passes and sins. There -
fore the Holy Spirit coaxes you and draws you to Him who
jus ti fies the un godly and brings sal va tion to the sinner.

That is how it hap pened to me and many oth ers – may it
also hap pen to you. We saw that Je sus alone is suf fi cient. We 
saw that we had need of noth ing else for sal va tion. We had to 
be saved just as we were. The light of sal va tion came into the 
soul. Where there for merly was fear, night, and death there
came to be peace, day, and life.

Un der the Cross of Je sus the day of grace be gan to
dawn.  The Spirit in tro duced Je sus to our heart, and life’s
most vex ing prob lem was solved.  This is the work of the
Holy Spirit. He has led the sin ner to Christ, and the sin ner is
saved.  God’s Spirit wit nesses with our spirit that we are the
chil dren of God.

Excerpts taken from the chapter “The Spirit – A Guide To
Christ” from the book “Spirit and Power” 

by Ludvig Hope 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

SALT
You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has lost its

taste, how shall its saltness be re stored? It is no lon ger good
for any thing ex cept to be thrown out and trod den un der foot
by man.” (Mat thew 5:13) 

When a Chris tian, in or der to please men, loses the
power of the Spirit so he no lon ger can re buke that which is
evil, nor con fess Christ, he is good for noth ing as a wit ness.
The salt has lost its sa vor; the light is hid den un der a bushel.

Our Lord said, “Have salt in your selves” (Mark 9:50).
This is the zeal of true love which only the Spirit of God can
cre ate. One should be tenderhearted, es pe cially when ad -
mon ish ing an other. But one must guard against a hu mil ity
de vel op ing which is flex i ble and leaves one pow er less. We
are to man i fest ear nest ness in the Chris tian life both in con -
fes sion and in fel low ship. 

If fel low ship has its ba sic di rec tion as be ing ac cept able
to the world it can scarcely be in har mony with the Word and 
ex am ple of Christ and his apos tles. Pon der this so that one’s
run ning in the race will not be in vain! 

“Are there no foes for me to face?
Must I not stem the flood?
Is this vain world a friend to grace,
To help me on to God?
Nay, I must fight, if I would reign: 
In crease my cour age, Lord;
I’ll bear the toil, en dure the pain,
Sup ported by thy Word.”
          (Isaac Watts, 1724)

PRAYER: Let my life, O Lord, be ef fec tive as the in -
tended ‘salt’ of faith ful wit ness. Amen. 

Taken from “Rosenius Daily Meditations”
by Carl O. Rosenius

Ed i tor’s Note: No tice IF you are a Chris tian, JESUS did not
say you shall be come or ought to be, BUT you are ‘salt’!
Then the ‘ques tion’ is: What kind of ‘salt’ are you and I?
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A New Manager’s
Mismanagement

A newly ap pointed prin ci pal was
shocked to wit ness sev eral teach ers cart
away stacks of text books and sup plies from
an un at tended stor age room. He searched
for the jan i tor, who held the only key to the
space, and asked, “Who is re spon si ble for
con trol ling the in ven tory in the stock room?

“I am, sir,” re plied the jan i tor.

“Well, I just saw a group of teach ers
walk ing out of there with sup plies for which 
they had no req ui si tion form.”

“The teach ers usu ally give ma a list of
what they’ve taken af ter they’ve stocked
their class rooms,” said the jan i tor. “They’re
pretty good about re turn ing ex cess ma te ri -
als.”

“I’m not so sure that’s a good idea to al -
low the teach ers to have this kind of un lim -
ited ac cess to the sup plies,” said the
prin ci pal. “Can we de pend on them to be
com pletely hon est about what they’re do -
ing?”

The jan i tor just stared at the prin ci pal.
“We trust them with the chil dren, don’t
we?”

—Adapted from the Cool Quiz!Web site



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Rick Warren

Rick War ren, famed au thor of the Pur pose Driven se ries
and pas tor of Saddle back Church in Cal i for nia, is a mem ber
of the Coun cil on For eign Re la tions, a glob al ist or ga ni za tion 
that is help ing to shape a one-world gov ern ment. Not long
ago Rick War ren made a trip to Syria and sat down for con -
ver sa tions with the Pres i dent of Syria, Bashar Assad. War -
ren later spoke of how well the Chris tians of Syria are
treated. How ever, he for got to men tion how Assad is fur -
nish ing arms to Hezbollah and Hamas for use against Israel.

Jim Wallis, War ren’s close friend, is help ing him to
trans fer his em pha sis from sal va tion preach ing to the erad i -
ca tion of global pov erty. War ren’s new em pha sis was clearly 
pre sented on a Fox News pro gram, Sunday, Feb ru ary 10,
2008, when Sean Mannity asked War ren to tell peo ple how
they can go to heaven. Rick War ren looked into the cam era
and said: “Give as much of your self as you un der stand and
as much of Je sus as you can un der stand, and then you must
keep growing in it.” 

War ren’s for mula for ob tain ing eter nal life has no ba sis
what so ever in Scrip ture. Com pare War ren’s in struc tion on
how to be saved with that of St. Paul: “…That if you con fess
with your mouth Je sus is Lord, and be lieve in your heart that 
God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans

10:9).

Rick War ren has had both Hil lary Clinton and Barak
Obama speak at his church. Af ter a pro test arose from some
con cerned evan gel i cals re gard ing Barak Obama’s ap pear -
ance in the pul pit of the Saddle back Church, es pe cially in
light of his pro-abor tion stand, left ist evan gel i cals pub lished 
an open let ter in sup port of War ren’s in vi ta tion to Obama.
Among those sign ing this let ter were: Tony Campolo, James 
Forbes, Ron Sider, Jim Wallis and Jeremiah Wright.

Selected

New Version of Great Commission

“Go ye into all the world and di a logue with all the ma jor
world re li gions!” That is how the Great Com mis sion of Je -
sus Christ is be ing in ter preted by lib er als and evan gel i cals
who re cently joined Is lamic lead ers at the Yale Di vin ity
School, July 28 – 31, 2008, for a four-day Chris tian-Mus lim
dialogue. 

Just what does Is lam have in com mon with Chris tian ity
that would prompt such a di a logue? Ab so lutely noth ing!
Even though many lib er als and evan gel i cals of ten re fer to
Is lam as one of the three Abrahamic re li gions, it is not! Only

two ma jor world re li gions can rightly trace their spir i tual
his tory to Abra ham – Ju da ism and Chris tian ity. Is lam’s
claim to Abra ham was con trived nearly 600 years af ter Jesus 
Christ walked this earth.

Though schol ars of ten de fine Is lam and Chris tian ity as
be ing mono the is tic, there is no ra tio nal con nec tion be tween
them. Be lief in one false god should never be equated with
be lief in the one, true and liv ing God of Scripture.

An ex am i na tion of the Is lamic faith dis closes that Al lah
is not the God re vealed in the Old and New Tes ta ments,
rather he is the “moon god” of the an cient Ka’aba. Al lah is a
non ex is tent god cre ated from the fan ci ful mind of Mu ham -
mad. Lib eral and evan gel i cal lead ers who are ask ing their
peo ple to ac cept Is lam’s Al lah as be ing iden ti cal with the
God of the Bi ble are pro mot ing a hor ren dous de cep tion! 

Pastor David Barnhart 
 “The Vine and Branches,” Fall 2008

Openly Gay Pastor Ordained in ELCA

Lura Groen be came the first openly gay Lu theran pas tor 
in Texas. She joins a grow ing list of ho mo sex u als and les bi -
ans who were or dained and now serve churches in the Evan -
gel i cal Lu theran Church in America.

Groen, ros tered by the Ex traor di nary Min is tries, was or -
dained July 26 at Grace Lu theran Church (ELCA) where she 
now serves as pas tor. Groen’s “ex traor di nary or di na tion”
was the third since the ELCA’s pol icy of “re frain and re -
straint” was passed at its bi en nial as sem bly in Au gust 2007
at Chi cago. It would ap pear that no dis ci pline will be
brought against Groen, the ELCA con gre ga tion where she is 
now serv ing, or ELCA clergy who par tic i pated in her or di -
na tion ser vice. A to tal of 14 ELCA con gre ga tions are now
be ing served by prac tic ing ho mo sex u als who were or dained
by Ex traor di nary Min is tries. Per haps as many as 100 prac -
tic ing homosexuals are now serving ELCA churches. 

Selected.
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“And God saw that the wickedness of man was
great in the earth, and that every imagination of

the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually.” 
(Genesis 6:5)



Norway Permits Same-Sex Marriage

This past June, the Nor we gian par lia ment ap proved leg -
is la tion giv ing same-sex cou ples the right to marry and
adopt chil dren. The law will take ef fect Jan u ary 1, 2009.

The State Church of Nor way – the Evan gel i cal Lu theran 
Church – has al ready sanc tioned same-sex part ner ships and
ho mo sex ual clergy. There re mains a real ques tion as to what
de mands will be placed on clergy in Nor way who ob ject to
per form ing same-sex marriages. 

Other coun tries that now au tho rize same-sex mar riage
are: Can ada, Bel gium, Neth er lands, South Af rica and Spain. 
In ad di tion, a grow ing num ber of coun tries now rec og nize
same-sex part ner ships. 

Selected

Ray Boltz Shocks Christian Community
With Gay Admission

There is shock and sad ness in the Chris tian com mu nity
over word that famed Chris tian mu sic singer Ray Boltz has
pub licly an nounced he’s liv ing a ho mo sex ual lifestyle.

“If this is the way God made me, then this is the way I’m 
go ing to live …I re ally feel closer to God be cause I no lon -
ger hate my self,” Ray Boltz said in an in ter view with the
Wash ing ton Blade about his de ci sion to en gage in ho mo sex -
u al ity. Boltz, a fa ther of four who was mar ried for 33 years
be fore di vorc ing his wife this year, is well known for his
widely ac claimed songs “Thank You” and “I Pledge Al le -
giance to the Lamb.”

From OneNewsNow.com 9/15/08

Ed i tor’s Note: Is n’t it some thing how peo ple like to ‘blame’
God for ‘our’ purs ing and prac tic ing SIN; while the real
foun da tion is found in James 1:13 – 16!

Hamas Leader’s Son Becomes A Christian

Masab Yousuf, son of no to ri ous Hamas leader Hassan
Yousuf, re cently moved to Amer ica where he con verted to
Chris tian ity. In an ex clu sive in ter view with an Is raeli news -
pa per, Haaretz Masab praised Is rael and con demned Hamas. 
He said he hoped his ter ror ist fa ther will open his eyes to
Jesus.

“I know that I’m en dan ger ing my life and am even li a ble 
to lose my fa ther, but I hope that he’ll un der stand this and
that God will give him and my fam ily pa tience and will ing -
ness to open their eyes to Je sus and to Chris tian ity. Maybe
one day I’ll be able to re turn to Pal es tine and to Ramallah
with Je sus, in the King dom of God,” Masab said.  Masab
said he pre vi ously aided his fa ther, but now has af fec tion for

Is rael and laments Hamas. 
“You Jews should be aware: you will never, but never

have peace with Hamas. Is lam, as the ide ol ogy that guides
them, will not al low them to achieve a peace agree ment with 
the Jews. They be lieve tra di tion says that the Prophet
Muhammed fought against the Jews, and there fore they
must con tinue to fight them to the death.”

Masab’s fa ther is con sid ered the most pop u lar fig ure in
the West Bank. He is serv ing a sen tence in Is rael for plan -
ning or in volve ment in mul ti ple ter ror at tacks. In a state ment 
to a Pal es tin ian news agency, Masab’s brother, Suhaib,
strongly de nied that Masab con verted to Chris tian ity. But
Haaretz stood by its story. The news pa per said it sent a cor -
re spon dent to the U.S., who met with Masab for a de tailed,
in-per son in ter view. 

From WorldNetDaily, 7/31/08 

Priest: No communion for Obama
supporters

Priest says it’s be cause the Dem o cratic 
pres i dent-elect sup ports abor tion

A South Carolina Ro man Cath o lic priest has told his pa -
rish io ners that they should re frain from re ceiv ing Holy
Com mu nion if they voted for Barack Obama be cause the
Dem o cratic pres i dent-elect sup ports abor tion, and sup port -
ing him “con sti tutes ma te rial co op er a tion with intrinsic
evil.”

The Rev. Jay Scott Newman said in a let ter dis trib uted
Sunday to pa rish io ners at St. Mary’s Cath o lic Church in
Greenville that they are putt ing their souls at risk if they take 
Holy Com mu nion be fore do ing pen ance for their vote.

“Our na tion has cho sen for its chief ex ec u tive the most
rad i cal pro-abor tion pol i ti cian ever to serve in the United
States Sen ate or to run for pres i dent,” Newman wrote, re fer -
ring to Obama by his full name, in clud ing his mid dle name
of Hussein.

“Vot ing for a pro-abor tion pol i ti cian when a plau si ble
pro-life al ter na tive ex its con sti tutes ma te rial co op er a tion
with in trin sic evil, and those Cath o lics who do so place
them selves out side of the full com mu nion of Christ’s
Church and un der the judg ment of di vine law. Per sons in
this con di tion should not re ceive Holy Com mu nion un til
and un less they are rec on ciled to God in the Sac ra ment of
Pen ance, lest they eat and drink their own condemnation.”

Risk ing their im mor tal soul

Dur ing the 2008 pres i den tial cam paign, many bish ops
spoke out on abor tion more boldly than four years ear lier,
tell ing Cath o lic pol i ti cians and vot ers that the is sue should
be the most im por tant con sid er ation in set ting pol icy and de -
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cid ing which can di date to back. A few church lead ers said
pa rish io ners risked their im mor tal soul by vot ing for can di -
dates who support abortion rights.

But bish ops dif fer on whether Cath o lic law mak ers —
and vot ers — should re frain from re ceiv ing Com mu nion if
they di verge from church teach ing on abor tion. Each bishop
sets pol icy in his own di o cese. In their an nual fall meet ing,
the na tion’s Cath o lic bish ops vowed Tues day to force fully
con front the Obama ad min is tra tion over its support for
abortion rights.

Ac cord ing to na tional exit polls, 54 per cent of Cath o lics 
chose Obama, who is Protestant. In South Carolina, which
McCain car ried, vot ers in Greenville County — tra di tion -
ally seen as among the state’s most con ser va tive ar eas —
went 61 per cent for the Re pub li can, and 37 per cent for
Obama.

“It was not an at tempt to make a par ti san point,”
Newman said in a tele phone in ter view Thurs day. “In fact, in
this elec tion, for the sake of ar gu ment, if the Re pub li can
can di date had been pro-abor tion, and the Dem o cratic can di -
date had been pro-life, ev ery thing that I wrote would have
been exactly the same.”

— Selected

LIVING IN SPIRITUAL
POVERTY

By Pas tor Mike Klenner

Through the years of my min is try, I have con sid ered it a
priv i lege to share God’s Word with those at home, in the
hos pi tal, the jail cell, the care fa cil ity, and else where. Most
in di vid u als ap pre ci ate the Bi ble pas sages and prayer; a few
have been no tice ably uncomfortable. 

I re call a lady that stared at the New Tes ta ment I placed
on the arm rest of the chair I sat in when I went to visit her in
her home. She seemed to watch it like a hawk. An other
widow lady I vis ited of ten was called Emmy, which is Finn -
ish for “grandma.”  She would take out her well-worn Finn -
ish Bi ble, and I would find the place for her to read as I read
in my Eng lish ver sion. She would be busy un der lin ing in
pen cil, and since we could not un der stand each other’s lan -
guage, we com mu ni cated with head nods and hand ges tures. 
Upon leav ing she al ways said “God’s peace” in Finn ish and
“see you” in Eng lish. She had a happy heart. The morn ing of 
the day she en tered eter nity, she said in her hos pi tal bed,
“The Heav enly Father is coming tonight.”

The Bi ble to many is a friend; it is God’s in spired Word,
able to save their soul be cause of the shed blood of Je sus
Christ. To oth ers, it is sim ply a piece of lit er a ture or just an -
other book on the shelf with lit tle mean ing. And to some, it
is an ob ject of mockery.

I once heard the story of an el derly woman in Scot land
who was liv ing in ab ject pov erty. Many years ear lier, her son 
had come to Amer ica and had not re turned to his na tive land. 
One day a friend vis ited the mother and in quired, “Does
your son ever help you with ex penses?” Re luc tantly she ad -
mit ted, “No, but he writes me nice long let ters and sends me
in ter est ing pic tures.” The vis i tor wanted to speak harshly of
the man, but he held back and asked, “May I see the pic -
tures?” The aged mother brought them out of a drawer, and
to the friends’ amaze ment, they were valu able bank notes.
Through the years she had been need lessly liv ing in pov erty
be cause she did not understand their value.

“Open thou mine eyes, that I may be hold won drous
things out of Thy law” (Psalm 119:18). Many peo ple to day are
do ing well ma te ri ally yet liv ing in spir i tual pov erty, and it is
need less.

What are you do ing with God’s Word in light of eter -
nity? Search the Scrip tures, and you will find the riches of
eter nal life in Christ (John 5:39).

Used by Permission: “Free Lutheran Bulletin Service”
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A Gift For Christmas
What can I give to men whose empty

eyes

Trouble my thinking at this
Christmastide?

Lord, make me humble, loving, strong,
and wise,

That I may give them Christ, the
crucified.

Let me not choose the lesser gifts of
earth,

That pass in dust and are futility:

Lord, at this sacred season of Thy birth,

Lead me from giving things to giving
Thee.

What can I give to Thee, O God above?

There is so little that our God could need

And yet, in all my dreams, Thy heart of
love

Is wounded still: I see it break and bleed



NO ROOM

By Pas tor Wilmore M. Gundersen

I’m sure it has hap pened to you as you have trav eled
across this coun try. You drove in your car, and when eve ning 
came you wanted a Mo tel room. You wanted to take a
shower and get a good night’s sleep. You drove up to a place
and there the sign read: “No Va cancy.” So you moved on to
look for an other place.

This sum mer my un cle told me he had gone from place
to place, un til three in the morn ing, and had not been able to
find a room. So they had to sleep in the car un til morn ing
dawned.

In like man ner it was with Jo seph and Mary as they
came to Beth le hem. Thee was no room for them; so they
stayed with the cat tle that night. It was dif fer ent for them
though, be cause Mary gave birth to a child that night. The
child was Je sus, the Only Be got ten Son of God. He was born 
into the hu man race, born of the Vir gin Mary.

There was no room for them in the Inn’s even af ter the
birth of Je sus. When the shep herds vis ited them they were
still in the sta ble.

There was no room for Je sus in the heart of the peo ple of 
Is rael ei ther. Scrip ture says: “he came to his own but they re -
ceived him not.” John 1:11. All through his min is try we no -
tice the same thing. He trav eled for three years pro claim ing
the gos pel, the good news of Sal va tion. Yet we no tice there
was no room for Him. They ar gued, mis treated, laughed at
and scorned this man (God-man) of sorrows.

The Bi ble speaks of Je sus be com ing poor, not own ing
that which he could even lean His head on. We sing with the
song writer: “He be came poor to ran som my soul.” He left
the splen dor of heaven as well. Scrip ture says: “Al though
He ex isted in the form of God, (He) did not re gard equal ity
with God a thing to be grasped but emp tied Him self, tak ing
the form of a bond ser vant, and be ing made in the like ness of
man. And be ing found in ap pear ance as a man, He hum bled
Him self by be com ing obe di ent to the point of death, even
death on a cross.” Phil. 2:6-8. All this he did for us!

Will ingly Je sus walked the dusty streets of Capernaum,
Naz a reth and Je ru sa lem, as well as many other places. He
knew that many would have no room for Him nor His Word,
be cause the heart of man is wicked and de ceit ful. Still He
preached the Word, and He preached with au thor ity. “Never
did a man speak the way this man speaks.” John 7:46. Be ing
con vinced who he was, they still had no room for Him.
“Nev er the less many, even of the rul ers, be lieved in Him; but 
be cause of the Phar i sees they were not con fess ing him, lest
they should be put out of the syn a gogue; for they loved the

ap proval of men rather than the ap proval of God.” They had
no room for Je sus; so they crucified Him.

Prov ing to be the one he claimed to be, Je sus rose from
the dead. To day he is sit ting at the right hand of God the Fa -
ther. He is now ask ing you, through His Word and through
His am bas sa dors: “Do you have room for Je sus?” Con fess
your sin to Him, and al low Him to come into your heart. Oh,
what a dif fer ence it would make in your life, if you would
make room for Je sus! He would make all things new for you. 
The Lord bless you to ac cept Him, to day!

Taken from “The Lamplighter,” December, 1978

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY

“I wish I had never read Huck le berry Finn,” a man once
told its au thor, Mark Twain. With a scowl, the great hu mor ist 
asked the rea son for such a re mark. “So that I could have the
plea sure again of read ing it for the first time,” came the
reply.

Could it be that the Christ mas story loses some of its
grip ping ex cite ment for us be cause it has be come so fa mil -
iar? Why not read it again – as if you were read ing for the
first time the earth-shak ing drama that is less than 500 words 
in length. You’ll find it in Luke 2:1-20. Maybe your re -
sponse will be like that of a well-known writer who said,
“Christ mas is such a won der ful story that only God could
have thought of it.” 

Selected
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Christmas In The Heart

It is Christ mas in the man sion,
   Yule-log fires and silken frocks;

It is Christ mas in the cot tage,
   Mother’s fill ing lit tle socks.

It is Christ mas on the high way, 
   In the throng ing, busy mart; 

But the dear est tru est Christ mas
   Is the Christ mas in the heart.

Anonymous 
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Ed i to rial 
RES

FEED ME!!!
“Blessed are you who hunger now, For you shall be filled” (satisfied). (Luke 6:21a) “Blessed are those who hunger
and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled.” (Matthew 5:6) “As newborn babes, desire (crave) the pure milk 

of the word, that you may grow thereby, if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.” (1 Peter 2:2-3) 

Dur ing this ‘fes tive’ time of the year the homemaker
spends many ex tra hours in the kitchen in prep a ra tion of those
very spe cial choices of food that pos si bly aren’t hardly thought
of dur ing the rest of the year! Pre cious hours en hanced with
LOVE care fully want to meet those taste buds of the guests who 
will be in her pres ence.  There is al most a con test to see who gets 
to eat first and the most! The BIBLE tells us to taste and see that
the Lord is Good! 

ADVENT means “The com ing or ar rival, esp. of some -
thing awaited or mo men tous: ex am ple = The birth of Christ,
The pe riod in clud ing four Sun days be fore Christ mas.” Are
YOU pre par ing for the com ing of JESUS? (Rap ture). I want to
bring to your at ten tion two of the signs of His com ing found in
II Tim o thy 3:4. Peo ple will be “un thank ful and lov ers of plea -
sures rather than lov ers of GOD!

MANY Amer i cans are con scious about their phys i cal
health in watch ing their diet; BUT how sen si tive are we in re -
gards to our ‘spir i tual’ diet? This phys i cal body is lik ened unto
a ‘va por’ in the Scrip tures com pared to eter nity, and YET,
which diet do you fol low the rec ipe most closely?  Lately I have 
heard of a church youth group that dec o rated the church (build -
ing) in honor of the 1950’s with El vis Pres ley as the main fig ure. 
The dec o ra tions were ac cord ing to the 50’s, the mu sic ac cord -
ingly and an im age of El vis was near the al tar in the sanc tu ary.
JESUS SAID, “MY HOUSE IS A HOUSE OF PRAYER!”
In an other church they are en cour ag ing eat ing dur ing the wor -
ship ser vice and this same con gre ga tion went to the the ater to
con duct a wor ship ser vice with ac cess to pop corn. Still an other
church an nounced that a Pro fes sional JAZZ BAND would lead
the mu sic for their two wor ship ser vices. In an other the news -
cast stated that this church would ap pear more like Santa’s
Sports Shop than a church.  Could it be the world and its peer
pres sure have in vaded the church with pop u lar ity at trac tion
rather than JESUS and HIS WORD? These are Lu theran
churches that I am now re fer ring to; BUT it has crept IN across
the board.  FEED ME; but what are we be ing fed? “Hav ing a
form of god li ness but de ny ing its power. And from such peo ple
turn away!” II Tim o thy 3:5. Does HE who is LOVE (In car -
na tion) need to cleanse the church again? Ac cord ing to the
Scrip tures HE cleansed the tem ple twice in a short pe riod of
time. Watch that the Word of God does not just be come
com mon for it is liv ing and ac tive; and it is ALIVE (pow er -
ful)! We are be ing ex posed to the idea that JESUS and HIS
WORD preached are not enough in this pres ent world to draw
peo ple to the House of the Lord!

Ac cord ing to the Scrip tures the church should be like an
Oasis in a desert! Church should be, es pe cially for the be liever a 
place of ref uge, nour ish ment, spir i tu al re fresh ment, re new ing in 
the faith, ad mo ni tion and a re-charg ing, be ing fore warned and

equipped. Let us go with an at ti tude of ex pec tancy of not ONLY
what do I re ceive, but what can I con trib ute as well! In deed, it is a
priv i lege to meet with fel low be liev ers. It should be a place of
gen u ine Chris tian Fel low ship and lis ten ing to God’s Word be ing
ex pounded; both the LAW and the GOSPEL.

John Wes ley de clared: “Be fore I can preach love and grace I
must preach sin, law and judg ment!” Right! For, un til the con -
science is awak ened to sin and judg ment, there is lit tle need for or
ap pre ci a tion of God’s love and grace. Yet, how sel dom we hear
such preach ing! And we reap the mea ger re sults of these mod i fied
mes sages! 

When spir i tual dead ness gets the up per hand per sonal tes ti -
mo nies are the first to be thrown out and thus you throw spir i tual
life over board. “There fore, to him who knows to do good and
does not do it, to him it is SIN” James 4:17. IF you know the liv -
ing TRUTH but fail to make it known to dy ing sin ners – it is SIN!
Romans 10:9-10, Mat thew 10:27-33. 

It is not lack of ac tiv i ties or or ga ni za tions (which some
equate to ‘spir i tual life’), BUT lack of the pres ence of the Holy
Spirit that cre ates dead ness. YOU know that if you are mak ing
a spe cial food item for this spe cial sea son and leave out a vi tal in -
gre di ent; the end prod uct will be a fail ure! How can it be that
seem ingly the right words are be ing spo ken, and yet one ex pe ri -
ences an emp ti ness in the heart as you de part to SERVE?  Could it 
be that the em pha sis is be cause peo ple are fo cus ing on pro grams,
ac tiv i ties, etc. in stead of the WORD (Law & Gos pel), JESUS
CRUCIFIED, RISEN AND COMING AGAIN FOR ME!

“I am the bread of life. I am the liv ing bread which came
down from heaven. If any one eats of this bread, he will live for -
ever; As the liv ing fa ther sent Me, and I live be cause of the Fa -
ther, so he who feeds on Me will live be cause of Me. John 6:48,
51a, 57. (Please read also John 6:60-71) Could it be the ‘church’
has lit tle NEED; but is “rich, wealthy, and have need of noth ing”
– in their own opin ion? Rev e la tion 3:14-22. MAYBE the “Can -
dle stick” is be ing re moved, be cause we have treated HIS WORD
as with com mon place and in dif fer ence? Sol diers NEED a solid
bal anced DIET to be en er getic and dis ci plined to be ef fec tive
SOLDIERS! It is in di vid u als who make up the church; so what
kind of church are YOU help ing to make? 

In Al ge bra Class, I be lieve the let ter “X” stood for an un -
known quan tity.  Some treat Christ mas as an “X.”  JESUS says, “IF 
you LOVE ME feed my lambs and sheep” John 21:15-17. “Be -
loved, I pray that you may pros per in all things and be in health,
just as your soul pros pers” 3 John 2.

When Christ mas is cel e brated in HEAVEN with the Ban ner
of Love over us; will YOU be at that “Ban queting Ta ble”? “And I
say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down
with Abra ham, Isaac, and Ja cob in the king dom of heaven”. Mat -
thew 8:11, Luke 13: 22-30.



From Our Fellowship Circle

S. R. New Au burn, WI
My par ents al ways kept Morn ing Glory so it is a spe cial
news let ter to me.  To God be honor and glory!   We’ve had a
lovely fall and the leaves are at their peak now.

I am quite set tled and it was dif fi cult down siz ing from a
large coun try home to liv ing in an apart ment; but am now
ad just ing and I’m so for tu nate in be ing near our church
where the fel low ship is so good al though we seem to re main
small in num bers.

Ed i tor’s Note: Our pre cious JESUS has prom ised by the
Holy Spirit to be in the midst of them who are gath ered in
His Name! Won der ful Prom ise!!!

B. & A. H. WA
Thank you for your note as it is much ap pre ci ated. Happy
Thanksgiving and God’s bless ing be with you as you work
in His King dom.

L. E. Mayville, N.D.
Just got some back is sues of the “Morn ing Glory” from a
friend. I had got ten the mag a zine by mail my self years ago;
but for some for got ten rea son now – I let it go!

I am a good friend of .……as we’ve known each other for
over 40 years.

I want to be back on the mail ing list of the Morn ing Glory
and will try to send in a reg u lar do na tion even though I am
on a lim ited in come; but I re ally do love the Morn ing Glory.
May God con tinue to bless the min is try of the Morn ing
Glory.  May you and yours have a Blessed Thanksgiving. 

D. & I. L. W. Des Moines, IA 
En closed is a do na tion to help pub lish this won der ful pe ri -
od i cal that al ways re mains true to Bib li cal prin ci ples. We
can al ways read it cover to cover and not be con cerned about 
the con tent. It is en cour ag ing and chal leng ing through out.
We give thanks to the Lord for all the peo ple who write the
ar ti cles, do the re search and put this all to gether each is sue. 

We moved here at the end of June to be close to our son as
we are get ting older and he wanted to be avail able to help us. 
It was dif fi cult leav ing Montana but good to be here with …

I wish we could send a larger do na tion now, but will try to
send an other one soon. God’s bless ings to all of you. 

T.& F. W. Red Wing, MN
May the Lord con tinue to bless the work of the Morn ing
Glory. We en joy it very much and it was so nice to meet you
folk over at Em man uel (Aspeland) for the An nual Bi ble

Con fer ence; which was so good. 

J. A.T. Roland, IA
Thank you again for the Morn ing Glory; of app. 20 mail ings 
that come from Chris tian or ga ni za tions, Morn ing Glory is
one of the most in for ma tive and Bib li cally based!  En closed
is a do na tion.

P.S:  So glad to see the ar ti cle about the “Shack” book, as too
many peo ple are taken in by it and not see ing the whole pic -
ture! I have n’t read it but showed the Morn ing Glory ar ti cle
to some friends that liked the book and they were glad to
have read this view point.   Thanks again – now per haps they
will be more dis cern ing when they read the “so called” pop -
u lar Chris tian books!?! 

T. F. James town, N.D.
I was told about your news let ter, (Morn ing Glory)and how
good it was. I would be in ter ested in re ceiv ing this. Thank
you. 

G. T. Fosston, MN
I’m sorry that I can not send more. Your pa per (The Morn ing
Glory) means so much to me. Over the years, I’ve learned so
much from it – it’s helped me to be come a Chris tian.

Ed i tor’s Note: As you are al ready aware it is not the fi nan -
cial amount that is all im por tant; but the at ti tude of the heart! 
The Lord blesses (loves the cheer ful giver); as an ex am ple
the widow’s mite (give as the Lord has en trusted to you).

E. L. Fergus Falls, MN
I am en clos ing $… for a sub scrip tion to the Morn ing Glory. I 
am a new sub scriber. A good neigh bor told me about you.
May God richly bless you.

D. & S. P. Viroqua, WI
Would you please add us to your mail ing list for your pa per?
Thank you.

Ed i tor’s Note: GLADLY! Each en cour aged ‘reader’ please
keep this min is try in prayer be fore the Throne of Grace and
prayer fully con sider WHO you can add to the ‘mail ing list’
with a do na tion in cluded. Thanks.

E. S. Wanamingo, MN
En closed a check to help out in print ing the Morn ing Glory;
as it is surely needed to be read by ev ery one.

It seems some peo ple want to get rid of the im por tant and
true Mes sage that this Coun try was started on.
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I pray that this pa per can con tinue to spread the Good News.  
May you and yours have a Blessed Thanksgiving.

A. L. Bis marck, N. D.
Sorry I have been out of touch with you for some time now
as you will see the change of ad dress; as we sold our Condo
and have moved into a Re tire ment Place and I think I will
en joy it here. Mean while I will just keep trust ing the Lord
and look for ward for His likely soon re turn.

Sev eral weeks ago we had a pleas ant sur prise as Pas tor and
Mrs. …were here sev eral days and it was a joy to see and fel -
low ship with them again. 

I will close for now and pray God’s bless ings on you as we
ap proach Thanksgiving and are thank ful for our Sav ior who
came to seek and save us! 

I. R. Thief River Falls, MN
Please take my name off your mail ing list. I am no lon ger
able to read this fine mag a zine. Thank You. 

Ed i tor’s Note: Here would be a good min is try, to read Chris -
tian lit er a ture to oth ers.

Dear Morn ing Glory Reader and Friend 
of the Hauge Lu theran 

Innermission Fed er a tion,

Gift-giv ing is one of the spe cial joys of the Christ mas
Sea son. “And when they had come into the house, they saw
the young Child with Mary his mother, and fell down and
wor shiped Him. And when they had opened their trea sures,
they pre sented gifts to Him: gold, frank in cense, and myrrh.”
(Mat thew 2:11)  In the Scrip ture pas sage just quoted these wise
men first wor shiped HIM and then brought trea sures to the
Christ Child. Likely it won’t be long un til sim i lar scenes un -
fold in your home and mine!

Don’t you rel ish the warm sen sa tion of see ing a de -
lighted smile on the face of a child or loved one that lets you
know your “gift” is ap pre ci ated?  Does GOD look for a sim i -
lar sign of grat i tude on the part of those who have re ceived
His won der ful GIFT to them?  God is the Giver of ev ery
good and per fect gift and Christ mas giv ing began with God!

What a gift and how sorely needed! No pack age un der
any tree com pares with the GIFT of the Sav ior born in Beth -
le hem – born a King.  My ‘friend’, we have had the priv i lege 
and re spon si bil ity of pro claim ing HIM through the pages of
the Morn ing Glory, Bi ble Con fer ences, Book lets, etc. again
through an other year of GRACE.  Our part has been to pres -
ent a con sis tent Bi ble cen tered mes sage. Your part has been
to help us shoul der the work through be liev ing prayer sup -
port, fi nan cial un der gird ing and in vit ing oth ers to par tic i -
pate in the same. To gether it has been en cour ag ing and a rich 
bless ing (by the Grace of God).

BUT the chal lenge and re spon si bil ity is not fin ished; we 
must con tinue to clearly pro claim the Law and the Gos pel
which is from our Lord. This ‘gift’ must not be hid den or
locked in a closet.

God’s chil dren must never cease dis trib ut ing the Gift to
oth ers while it is day; thus con tin ues to be a time for ac tion! 

Please Pray for a “Heaven Sent Re vival In Our Midst”
and sup port as the Lord lays on your heart!

Let “us” ex press our heart felt thanks for your gen u ine
con cern and in ter est in this ‘Min is try’.

May you and your’s ex pe ri ence a truly blessed Ad -
vent Sea son and a won der ful CHRISTMAS, fol lowed
with a blessed New Year in HIM; the great est of all Gifts!
May He richly bless you al ways – all ways – is our desire!

From the Mem bers (& their fam i lies) of the Hauge 
Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion (Morn ing Glory).
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The Right Attitude
The true mea sure of a man’s worth is not al ways

the num ber of his friends, but some times the num ber 
of his foes. Ev ery man who lives in ad vance of his
age is sure to be is un der stood and op posed, and of -
ten per se cuted and sac ri ficed.

“Mar vel not…if the world hate you” (I John 3:13).
The Lord says, “Woe unto you, when all men shall
speak well of you!” (Luke 6:26); and, “If ye were of the 
world, the world would love his own” (John 15:19).

Like Him, there fore, we must ex pect of ten to be
un pop u lar, of ten to stand alone, even to be ma ligned, 
per haps as sailed and driven “with out the camp”
even of the re li gious world.

Two things, how ever, let us not for get. First, let
us not be afraid to be un pop u lar, and, sec ond, let us
never be soured or em bit tered by it but stand sweetly 
and tri um phantly in the con fi dence of our Mas ter’s
ap proval.

— Selected



MUSIC
In con sid er ing the role of the or gan ist in the wor ship ser -

vices of the Lu theran Church, a few com ments on the po si -
tion of Mar tin Lu ther con cern ing mu sic in gen eral may help
to clar ify the at ti tude which the Lu theran or gan ist should
strive to main tain within him self and within the con gre ga -
tion he serves. Mar tin Lu ther con sid ered mu sic one of God’s 
great est gifts. He is quoted as say ing: “Mu sic is a beau ti ful
and lovely gift of God …” And again, “One of the most
beau ti ful and most pre cious gifts of God is mu sic …

He con tin ues by say ing “Mu sic drives away the spirit of
sad ness, as may be seen from the life of King Saul …” Lu -
ther ac knowl edged the power of mu sic when he wrote,
“Next to the Word of God, the no ble art of mu sic is the great -
est trea sure in this world. It con trols our thoughts, minds,
hearts, and spir its. This pre cious gift has been given to man
alone that he might thereby re mind him self of the fact that
God has cre ated man for the ex press pur pose of ex tol ling
and prais ing God.” We find state ments to this same ef fect re -
peated sev eral times re fer ring to the use of mu sic by man to
praise God. In the pref ace to a col lec tion of part songs based
on the suf fer ings and death of Christ, Lu ther wrote: “A
greater praise we can not imag ine… 

Even the Holy Spirit hon ors mu sic as a tool of His work, 
since He tes ti fies in the Holy Scrip tures that through the me -
dium of mu sic His gifts have been put into the hands of the
Proph ets (e.g. Elisha), again, through mu sic the devil has
been driven away …” 

Excerpt taken from “A Guide to Effective Hymn Playing”
By Margaret Sihler Anderson

Copyright 1964 Augsburg Publishing House

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Prayer in Light of Christ’s Glo ri ous Re turn

In to day’s Scrip ture, Christ links the im por tance of
prayer to the events that will in creas ingly un fold as “the last
days” and “per il ous times” (2 Tim. 3:1) ap proach (v.1 cf. Lk.
17:22-37). He im presses upon His hear ers the ap pro pri ate -
ness of prayer at all times – “men ought al ways to pray” (v.
1). This par al lels God’s Word through Paul to the
Thessalonian be liev ers – “Pray with out ceas ing” (1 Thess.

5:17); that is , do not al low prayerless gaps to de velop in your
life. Make it a habit to pray; build a frame of mind that is
ready al ways to cry out to God. Fail ure to meet this chal -
lenge will lead to the al ter na tive of faint ing and, thus, of cav -
ing in un der pres sure and stress. Faith ex presses it self to
God in prayer, and prayer nour ishes our faith and cour age.

Je sus then spoke a par a ble about an un com pas sion ate,
self-seek ing judge who re fused to hear and re spond to the

cries of a widow in need of his help (vv. 2-5). Yet, be cause
she per sisted in bring ing her case be fore him to the point of
ex as per a tion, he fi nally gave le gal sat is fac tion in aveng ing
the in jus tice against her. Je sus con trasts the un just judge
with our heav enly Fa ther. If that judge will fi nally act be -
cause of per sis tence in re quest ing, how much more will the
Fa ther respond to your prayers (vv. 6-8)!

In our pres ent age, “evil men and se duc ers shall wax
worse and worse” (2 Tim. 3:13), and the Fa ther, “not will ing
that any should per ish,” fore bears long, al low ing the un -
saved to come to re pen tance if they will (2 Pet. 3:9,15). But
when God does avenge, it will tran spire sud denly (v. 8; II
Thess. 5:3). Con di tions be tween Christ’s first and sec ond
com ings are not con du cive to prayer, but we must pray on
(Rev. 22:20). JED

Taken from “Feature” – Fundamental Evangelistic Assn.
Telephone 559 – 438-0080

The Con queror’s Way

“Who shall sep a rate us from the love of Christ? Shall
trib u la tion, or dis tress, or per se cu tion, or fam ine, or na ked -
ness, or peril, or sword?  …No, in all these things we are
more than con quer ors through him who loved us.” (Romans
8:35, 37)

It is dif fi cult to live in con stant pos ses sion of the joy and
com fort of the gos pel. Sin rages in our flesh and we are of ten 
un able to sense any thing good within our selves. This is of -
ten ex pe ri enced in time of cri sis. It is then we should be on
guard lest we be moved purely by sub jec tive feel ings.

Let us never lose sight of the eter nal foun da tion on
which rests our re la tion ship to God. One is still a per son for
whom God gave his Son. Christ is our Brother who has re -
deemed us to God by his blood. Though our sins are a prob -
lem, God’s pro vi sion in Christ is worth a thou sand times
more. One could never have sinned so griev ously but that
God can cleanse by the ex pi a tion of Christ. It is in this faith
and by the grace which God alone gives that we can weather
the spir i tual storms.

“Guide me, O Thou great Je ho vah,
Pil grim through this bar ren land;
I am weak, but Thou art mighty;
Hold me with Thy pow er ful hand.”
        (Wil liam Wil liams, 1745a)

PRAYER: In still within my heart, O God, the love and
faith that ought to be burn ing brightly. Help me to be a con -
queror in Christ. Amen. 

Taken from “Rosenius Daily Meditations”
by Carl O. Rosenius

Lutheran Colportage Service, Inc.
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Why Study the Old Testament?
“For ever, O Lord, Thy Word is settled in heaven.” (Ps. 119:89) 

There is an at ti tude among many in Chris ten dom that
the Old Tes ta ment is a his tory book of the Jew ish na tion, and 
proph e cies that point to our day and be yond, yet not a po -
rtion of the Scrip ture that we should study.  The gen eral feel -
ing is that the Old Tes ta ment was un der the Law and the
New Tes ta ment is un der Grace.  Some feel that the Old
Testament was for an other time (Dis pen sa tion) and is not for 
our day.  It is true that some deal ings of God with man were
dif fer ent in the Old Tes ta ment, yet God has a rich source of
spir i tual life to be found in the pages of the Old Tes ta ment!

Do you re al ize that “ap prox i mately ten per cent of the
New Tes ta ment is di rect quo ta tions, para phrases, or al lu -
sions to the Old Tes ta ment?  Of the thirty-nine books of the
Old Tes ta ment, only nine are not ex pressly re ferred to in the
New Tes ta ment.” 1   

The Old Tes ta ment lays the ground work for what we
read in the New Tes ta ment.  With out un der stand ing what
was first laid in the Old Tes ta ment, you can’t fully un der -
stand what it is re fer ring to in the New.  Ev ery as pect of Je -
sus’ life was proph e sied in the Old Tes ta ment, in clud ing His
in car na tion that we cel e brate at Christ mas.  “Be hold a vir gin 
shall con ceive and bear a Son, and you shall call His name
Em man uel, which is trans lated God with us.” (Matt. 1:23, a
ful fill ment of Isa iah 9:6)  Re peat edly in Mat thew, it says,
“…that it might be ful filled which was spo ken by the proph -
ets.” (See Matt. 3:23 for ex am ple)  The Old Tes ta ment
proph ets laid out the birth, life, death and res ur rec tion of Je -
sus in ad vance.

Je sus’ very mis sion to die for the sins of the world was
al ready laid out in the Old Tes ta ment sac ri fi cial sys tem.  An
in no cent vic tim, free from de fect, must die to atone for sin. 
It also must die with the shed ding of blood. (See Ex o dus 12
and Le vit i cus 16).  In fact, Je sus used the Old Tes ta ment ex -
am ple of Jo nah be ing swal lowed by a whale as the ba sis for
His res ur rec tion.  “For as Jo nah was three days and three
nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of Man be three
days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” (Matt. 12:40)

Je sus be lieved in the lit eral ac count of Jo nah, which mod ern
man scoffs at.  Yet, how can they deny the lit eral ac count of
Jo nah and yet be lieve in the lit eral res ur rec tion of Je sus,
when Je sus used the Old Tes ta ment ac count as the ba sis for
His res ur rec tion?  They can’t!  Je sus had ab so lute faith in the 
Old Tes ta ment as He quoted 3 times from the Book of Deu -
ter on omy when tempted by the devil. (See Matt. 4:1-11)

The Old Tes ta ment peo ple are the ex am ple of faith to us

in the New Tes ta ment.  In He brews 11 there is an en tire list
of peo ple of faith, all of them Old Tes ta ment peo ple.  We can 
go back and study how these peo ple walked and served God
in their daily lives as an ex am ple to us today.  In fact, the
New Tes ta ment says “The just shall live by faith.” (Rom.
1:17, which it self is a quo ta tion from the Old Tes ta ment,
Hab. 2:4).  The very heart of the Ref or ma tion that Lu ther
dis cov ered was born out of the Old Tes ta ment!

The lives of the Old Tes ta ment saints dem on strate this to 
us in both vic tory and fail ure.  Even though they lived un der
the Old Tes ta ment or der, their lives had to be lived by faith
be fore the Lord, just as ours do.  You can read of Mo ses’ vic -
tory over Pha raoh in Ex o dus, and his frus tra tions of lead ing
the peo ple in the wil der ness af ter that.  Through all of this,
you can see how God dealt with him in his daily life.  You
can read of Gideons’ vic tory and Sam son’s fail ure in Judges, 
Saul’s de mise in I Sam uel, Da vid’s in trigue in II Sam uel,
Sol o mon’s great life and hor rid fall in I Kings and many
more.  Through all of this, you see ex actly what it means for
the godly to live by faith.

The Old Tes ta ment serves as a warn ing for us to avoid
the mis takes that God’s peo ple made in the Old Tes ta ment. 
1  Cor. 10 list sev eral in ci dents in the life of Is rael where
they sinned and brought God’s judg ment upon them selves. 
Verse 7 re fers to gross acts of idol a try and sen su al ity from
Ex o dus 32, verse 8 re fers to im mo ral ity and sen sual wor ship 
from Num bers 25, verse 9 re fers to the time when Is rael put
the Lord to the test from Num bers 21 and verse 10 re fers to
grum bling and un be lief from Num bers 16.  The con clu sion
is stated in v. 11, “Now all these things hap pened to them as
an ex am ple, and they are writ ten for OUR ad mo ni tion, upon
whom the ends of the world are come.” These mis takes of Is -
rael in the Old Tes ta ment are writ ten for us New Tes ta ment
saints to avoid.  If we don’t take time to study them, how can
we avoid them?  With these many ref er ences to sen su al ity
and sen sual wor ship, per haps we could study the Old Tes ta -
ment and see through the new con tem po rary wor ship for
what it re ally is.  It has al ready hap pened and it has al ready
failed as Ex o dus 32 and Num bers 25 so pain fully re mind us.  
There is noth ing new un der the sun, as Sol o mon re minds us .

Dear reader, will you read and study the Old Testament
from a New Tes ta ment per spec tive?

Selected
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Simeon
“And be hold, there was a man in Je ru sa lem, whose

name was Sim eon; and this man was righ teous and de vout,
look ing for the con so la tion of Is rael.” (Luke 2:25)

WE are not told a great deal about old Sim eon. But what
we do hear is won drously beau ti ful. 

He was a God-fearing and righ teous man who waited
for the con so la tion of Is rael. The Spirit of God was upon
him. It moved him also on the day that he came to the tem ple
and saw the new-born Messiah. 

Where upon he praised the Lord and prayed that he
might de part in peace from this world, now that he had fin -
ished his course. 

A blessed life!
It is not thus with all old peo ple. There are many un-

happy old folk. I am not now think ing of their pov erty, their
lone li ness, or their help less ness. This is heavy enough to
bear. But far worse is their rest less ness, their lack of peace,
the hard and re bel lious at ti tude of mind with which they
cling so te na ciously to life. Of ten times also they are
earth-bent and greedy. 

My old friend, you who sit with this book in your hands,
how have you fared in life ? 

Are you num bered among those who wait ev ery day for
the con so la tion of Is rael and are led daily by the Spirit into
the tem ple where they can with their own eyes be hold their
Sav ior? Or are you one of those who have never sought rec -
on cil i a tion with God, but con tin u ally hope for the best,
vaguely trust ing that God is mer ci ful and will not cast out a
sin ful soul? 

My aged friend! Take care! You are on the very brink of
your grave. 

Have you never heard of dead faith? 
Pray God to open your eyes that you may re al ize your

true con di tion and not give your self peace or rest un til you
are in the right re la tion ship with God and can say with old
Sim eon: “Now lettest thou thy ser vant de part, Lord, ac-
cord ing to thy word, in peace; for mine eyes have seen thy
sal va tion!”

Taken from God’s Word for Today
O. Halesby

Augsburg Publishing

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Have You For gotten God?

“Then it shall come about when the Lord your God
brings you into the land which He swore to your fa -
thers, Abra ham, Isaac and Ja cob, to give you, great

and splen did cit ies which you did not build, and

houses of all good things which you did not fill, and
hewn cis terns which you did not dig, vine yards and

ol ive trees which you did not plant, and you shall eat
and be sat is fied, then watch your selves, lest you for -

get the Lord your God who brought you from the
land of Egypt, out of the house of slav ery.” (Deut.

6:10-12)

There is much talk and con cern to day about the eco -
nomic slow-down.  Stores are clos ing, some peo ple are los -
ing their jobs and everyone is af fected.  Yet, per haps we
have failed to con sider what the Lord is up to in our na tion.  

God had to warn the Is ra el ites long ago that when great
pros per ity would come, there would be a lax in know ing and 
fol low ing the Lord.  When their houses were full, their vine -
yards were fruit ful, and life was good, that was pre cisely the
time that God warned them to watch them selves lest they
for get Him.  We would think that their hearts would be
melted in grat i tude for God’s great bless ings, yet the very
op po site hap pened.  They got so fixed upon their pros per ity
that they for got who gave it in the first place.  When times
were tough, they had to live in a close re la tion ship with God
to see Him pro vide their very daily meals and clothes (as
hap pened dur ing their wan der ing in the wil der ness).  But af -
ter they con quered the land of Ca naan and they en joyed the
pros per ity of the land, they for got about the Lord and went
af ter other gods.  Joshua had to rep ri mand them for this in
chap ter 24 of Joshua.

Amos had to re buke Is rael be fore the cap tiv ity for this as 
well!  “Woe to those who are at ease in Zion …those who re -
cline on beds of ivory and sprawl on their couches, and eat
lambs from the flock and calves from the midst of the stall,
who im pro vise to the sound of the harp, and like Da vid have
com posed songs for them selves, who drink wine from sac ri -
fi cial bowls while they anoint them selves with the fin est of
oils, yet they have never grieved over the ruin of Jo seph.”
(Amos 6:1, 4-6)

Is this not pre cisely what has hap pened to the peo ple and 
the Church in Amer ica?  As we have un der gone un
precedented pros per ity in re cent de cades, have we not for -
got ten the Lord?  Have we not gone af ter big ger is better as
far as churches, min is tries, books and all the re lated things
that are now a “must have if we are go ing to re ally con duct
ef fec tive min is tries.”  Have we not for got ten that the sim ple, 
ba sic need to hear the Law in all its stern ness and the Gos pel
in all its sweet ness is all that will re ally sat isfy the soul? 
Have we for got ten that the more we own, the more we have
to take care of?  All of this chokes out that sim ple child-like
faith in the Lord at His Word.

Per haps the Lord has brought this eco nomic re ces sion
upon us to try and bring us back to Him self. If you have for -
got ten God, re turn to Him to day!

— Selected
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Up Date
APOSTASY

“Let no one de ceive you by any means; for
that Day will not come un less the fall ing

away co mes first, and the man of sin is re -
vealed, the son of per di tion.” 

(2 Thessalonians 2:3) 

There is ab so lutely no ques tion that WE are liv -
ing in days of apos tasy, as lit er ally the word ‘apos -
tasy’ means fall ing away! Mar tin Lu ther ad dresses
this tragic re al ity by say ing the one who thinks oth ers
will be de ceived; but they themselves won’t, has ‘rea -
son’ to fear more than all!  Re mem ber our ‘heart’ is
de ceit ful above all things and des per ately wicked.

When we ad dress this ‘tragic’ re al ity we are NOT
ques tion ing the GRACE and POWER of GOD in His
ABILITY to KEEP; but rather un der scor ing the de -
ceit ful ness of our own heart and the DECEPTION in
this fallen, sin ful world! YES, in the mean while, we
are to be “look ing up” in an tic i pa tion of His com ing
(Rap ture) and be found faith ful in obe di ence to His
Word!  BUT in this ‘spir i tual vac uum,’ we see the
lack of preach ing/teach ing the LAW & GOSPEL and
it be comes more and more ap par ent; some one needs
to seek to fill in the ‘vac uum’ AND I be lieve that this
‘min is try’ is in part the an swer; by the Grace of God,
in “oc cupying till He comes!” This shoul ders and
chal lenges “US” (you & I) to an OPEN DOOR IN
CONTINUING TO PROCLAIM HIS WORD and in
do ing so; first of all, WE need your PRAYER
SUPPORT and then your fi nan cial sup port as the
Lord leads! Are YOU open and avail able to the
Lord’s lead ing in help ing ‘US’ in do ing the same?

“Be loved, while I was v ery dil i gent to write to
you con cern ing our com mon sal va tion, I found it nec -
es sary to write to you ex hort ing you to con tend ear -
nestly for the faith which was once for all de liv ered to
the saints.” Jude 3.

Oc to ber In come for the Morn ing Glory is
$3,691.56 (Part of an ‘Es tate’ is in cluded in this
amount).

Cost for each is sue of the Morn ing Glory is ap -
prox i mately $2,375.

May you and yours experience a very
Blessed Christmas Season and a

Joyous New Year!

Al tar Steps
The Hauge Innermission Fed er a tion is con sid er ing

re print ing the de vo tional en ti tled “Al tar Steps” by Rev.
R.P. Haakonson.  This is a daily de vo tional which is
geared for fam ily use with chil dren.  This de vo tional has
been out of print since 1959.  We have per mis sion from
the Haakonson fam ily to do this.

The cost of set ting up the print ing for this is $500.
The fi nal cost will ten ta tively be $5.00 each.  If the Holy
Spirit is im press ing you to give to ward this, sim ply re -
spond in the en ve lope that is lo cated in the cen ter of the
mag a zine.  

Thanks to ev ery one for their con sid er ation and may
the Lord bless you richly as you serve Him.


